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It was raining, and a rascally sentry had taken
shelter under the eaves, and was listening outside
the wall of canes. He quite misunderstood what
was said, and thought, or pretended to think, there
was a plot against Pedrarias, so he went off next
day to report it, and get a reward.

The malignant old man was eaten up with
jealousy and spite, and resolved to make this an
excuse for getting rid of Vasco Nunez. He had
long ago repented of the reconciliation negotiated
by the good bishop. He proceeded by sea to Acla,
with his officials, and sent a message to Vasco
Nunez requesting him to come to Acla, as he
wanted to consult him on business of importance,
and to give him his final instructions.

Vasco Nunez suspected no treachery. A
warning was sent by a friend, Hernando de Aguello,
but the letter was intercepted. The great adminis-
trator had 300 men and four small vessels (called
' bergantins ') in the Gulf of San Miguel and could
have defied Pedrarias. The pity of it! He had
no suspicion. He went with his friend Valderra-
bano and a few servants. Outside Acla lie was
met by Pizarro and a guard, who arrested and
chained him. He said: e What is this, Francisco ?
You were not wont to come out in this fashion to